
Barking & Dagenham College Access Agreement 2010-2013 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Barking & Dagenham College is a large general further education (FE) college situated on the 
eastern boundary of the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham. The college is 
committed to widening participation has had a long standing commitment to promote social 
inclusion and to provide high-quality learning opportunities that are accessible to all. 
 
Higher education plays a key role in supplying skilled individuals to meet local economic 
need. Barking & Dagenham College has offered higher education programmes within target 
sectors for over 11 years in line with skills shortages that have been identified by the London 
Development Agency and the LSC, these include courses in Cultural & Creative Industries, 
Business, Construction and Information Technology.  
 
The London East area in general and the borough of Barking and Dagenham in particular is 
characterised by a lower percentage of the population qualified to level 4 than other areas of 
London. The 2006 London Thames Gateway Skills Audit found that the Thames Gateway. 
 

“features high proportions of residents without any educational qualifications 
and a lower proportion of graduates than the national and London 

benchmarks. Not one borough exceeds the London average and areas such 
as Barking & Dagenham record less than half the London average for level 4 

qualified residents”. 
 
The progression rate to Higher Education for the young people of Barking & Dagenham is 
one of the lowest in Greater London.  The borough is ranked as the 6th most deprived area in 
London and the 11th most deprived in the country.   
 
This Access Agreement has been revised for 2011 paying careful consideration to the local 
demographic. Through this agreement the college seeks to ensure that its vocational 
provision is maintained at the highest standards. 
 
Higher education is an important part of the work of Barking & Dagenham College and is 
carried out with the following aims: 
 

 To widen participation so that both more students and non-traditional students in the 
local area can access higher education 

 To provide a supportive progression route to higher education for those without the 
formal entry requirements or who have non-traditional qualifications 

 To add variety and richness to the college 
 To offer opportunities for progression from within the college 
 To provide a wide range of study modes and qualifications to facilitate engagement 

including part-time, evening and top-up provision 
 To provide professional development and research opportunities for staff 
 To provide day release for students who are working in the industry and therefore 

provide flexibility 
 
A package of support is already available to higher education students at Barking & 
Dagenham College to enable them to achieve and progress in their chosen subject. 
 
 
 



We feel strongly that our provision contributes to the widening participation agenda; in 
particular meeting the educational needs of our local community, offering a vocational 
curriculum and delivering to small class sizes which allows us to support our learners through 
a range of methods. 
 
These include;  
 

 A more personalised learner experience, helping to support the less confident learners 
and those entering higher education for the first time. 

 Providing the opportunity to study higher education locally for those unable to travel 
 Integrating the development of study skills in to course programmes  
 Smaller cohorts of students allows course teams to differentiate learning according to 

individual needs and provides greater intimacy in teaching and learning groups 
 Smaller cohorts improves individual access to specialist facilities 
 Courses aim to offer higher levels of support at the start of programmes whilst 

developing independent study skills. 
 Higher levels of contact time and guided learning hours allows us more time to 

support students 
 Weekly timetabled tutorial allocations for all students  

 
We remain committed to working in partnership, with organisations such as Aimhigher, 
Lifelong Learning Networks and FACE to contribute to the delivery on broader widening 
participation objectives. The college is in partnership with three universities; our 2011 fee 
level will allows us to continue to meet our WP objectives whilst ensuring that university 
validated programmes, in particular with local universities are not seen as a cheap alternative 
to a university education. 
 
Fee limits 
 
The fee limit for Barking & Dagenham College will be £3000 for all full time higher education 
courses. A fee up to the limit will apply to all full time designated higher education courses. 
Part-time courses will have a fee rate pro rata to the full-time fee. The fees will be clearly set 
out in the college e-prospectus. Prospective students will be told that the fee may rise in line 
with inflation for subsequent years of their course. 
 
Amount of additional fee income to be spent on access measures 
 
Barking & Dagenham College is a community based college, we are aware that our marketing 
strategy has to include a range of publications both electronic and paper based. We are also 
conscious that both the marketing approaches above require some form of prospective 
student led inquiry and that we also need to be proactive in both opening up the college to the 
public so they can see firsthand the work undertaken by students and this done through taster 
days with local schools and through end of year shows and taking our work out to the 
community in the form of public performances and exhibitions.  
 
We are also aware that not all prospective students have access to computers and the 
internet, in addition low confidence can be an issue, and this is particularly relevant where 
there is no family history of participation in higher education.  
Internal marketing within the college is a key area we plan to address, we have a large 
number of students on further education programmes within the college and we are 
conscious that we need to do everything we can to make them aware of the opportunities 
available for progression within the college.   
 
 
 



Publicising Fees and Financial Support  
A variety of methods will be employed to ensure that information regarding fees and other 
financial support is widely available. These include: -  

 E- Prospectus.  

 The college fee policy  

 Admission Services, in particular student welfare & financial support  

 School taster days 

 Regional and National HE exhibitions  
 
The internal marketing will ensure students can clearly see the way forward both within the 
college and at other local HEIs. We currently guide our students through the UCAS process, 
providing them with information for continued study. 
 
Bursaries and other financial support for students 
 
East London in general and the borough of Barking and Dagenham in particular are areas of 
deprivation as measured by several indexes. It is estimated that approximately 50% of 
students applying to the college will be defined as the “poorest students” and therefore be 
eligible for the higher Education Maintenance Grant. Our proposed fee falls below the 
maximum grant and therefore no fee-related bursary will be necessary.  
 
However, due to the highly vocational nature of higher education courses at the college it has 
been found that many students lack the resources to purchase materials required or to pay 
for the study trips which are an important and vital part of many programmes. These include 
trips to galleries and museums for art, design and media students, theatre visits for 
performing arts students, trips to architectural features for construction students, visits to 
business centres for business information technology students and so on. Several of these 
trips may be to other countries and therefore have a significant cost. Therefore a sum of at 
least £300 per student will be paid into a travel and materials bursary fund to be administered 
through the Higher Education Office.  
 
This sum will be reviewed at the end of each year. All students, including part-time, will be 
able to apply to this fund for assistance and the award will be on individual circumstances 
including household income and whether the student is from a group which is under 
represented in higher education. 
 
Provision of information to students 
Details of the fees charged will be published in the e-prospectus and in the 
HE section of the college web-site (www.barkingdagenhamcollege.ac.uk) 
The college will publish a leaflet setting out all costs associated with studying for a higher 
national certificate, diploma or foundation degrees at the college. This will include the costs: 
tuition fee, college membership fee, typical costs of resources, books and materials, typical 
study visits and their total costs and costs of travel.  
It will set out the amounts of support available including grants and loans as well as financial 
support provided by the college and any other means of support (for example college 
students are eligible to apply for grants from Jack Petchey, a local 
Philanthropist. 
The college will provide information about the disabled student allowance and the application 
procedure. The vast majority of students remain living at home for the duration of the course 
but the leaflet will also say where to find information on local accommodation and typical 
costs.  
 
Information sheets will be sent to all students enquiring about higher education courses at the 
college and it will also be freely available at college open days and even 



Outreach work 
A major opportunity will be realised to attract more residents of the borough and surrounding 
areas who are traditionally suspicious of higher education and its value and also lack 
confidence in their ability to benefit despite having entry qualifications. 
 
The outreach work will therefore include two main elements: 
 

 Marketing to residents in the borough of Barking and Dagenham and surrounding 
boroughs to ensure that the main widening participation target group are aware of the 
courses available and the advantages of accessing HE courses in FE. 
 

This marketing will take the form of illustrated talks to groups including schools and 
community group’s particularly ethnic minority groups and those which have an educational 
function.  
 

 The provision of taster courses, the first will take place during November and provide 
interested applicants with a taste of what it is like to study at level 4 within the college 
and the second will take place during the summer term for our own level 3 students on 
vocational courses to demonstrate what level 4 study is like.  

 
Milestones 

 Prospectus prepared for 2011-12 entry 
 Information leaflet produced highlighting fees, loans, grants, and ELQ, DSA and 

application process 
 Taster courses planned and promoted 
 Visits made to local schools and other appropriate organisations 
 UCAS application talks and presentations 

 
Institutional monitoring arrangements 
Applications will be monitored termly through the higher education strategy and higher 
education operational groups. Retention will be monitored and reasons for withdrawal will be 
scrutinised to ensure any fee implications is recorded. 
 
 
Track record 
Analysis of intake for the year 2010 is as follows: 
 

Total HE Learners 273 100% 

Male 153 56% 

Female 120 44% 

Asian 27 10% 

Black 43 16% 

Chinese 0 0% 

Total Black or minority Ethnic 70 26% 

Total BME in Barking & Dagenham 15 5% 

Total BME in surrounding areas 55 20% 

Under 20 years old 104 38% 

Over 35 years old 38 14% 

   

WP category:   

Eligible for disadvantage uplift 112 41% 

Learner difficulty or disability 31 11% 

 



Actions 
 
In preparing for our submission for the Widening Participation Strategic Assessment we have 
agreed the following as our ambitions for the following academic year.  
 

 To closely monitor and review applications and enrolments to measure impact of fees 

 To raise Higher Education student funding awareness to ensure prospective students 

are aware of support funding opportunities 

 Review and improve our student facing information, advice and guidance with 

particular emphasis on fees, grants loans and DSA 

 To undertake an annual review our part-time provision 

 To improve internal marketing to improve internal progression 

 To review our curriculum map and identify progression pathways to HE and identify 

opportunities for appropriate summer schools and taster days 

 To develop a higher education website section and to ensure it promotes HE 

opportunities 

 To develop an HE specific e-prospectus and VLE area to be used as a vehicle for 

delivering and supporting HE 

 


